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questing Mr. Marshall, as he always called the future Chief Justice, and myself to come to Mount Vernon. The court was sitting and a compliance with his request of course inconveninent, but it never occurred ° to either of us to postpone his business to our own. Our brethren of the bar readily acquiesced in a postponement of our causes, and we started, as was the fashion of the time, on horseback and with no other wardrobe that what we carried on our persons. I mention the latter circumstance, because of an accident to which equestrians are peculiarly liable, having occurred to Mr. Marshall, which frequently exposed to view the nether extremity of his shirt, causing infinite amusement on the journey and much embarrassment at Mount Vernon. On our arrival in the evening, the General took me into the library and informed me that he wished Mr. Marshall and myself to offer for Congress at the approaching election—Mr. Marshall for Henrico district and myself for Westmoreland. As I resided in Richmond, altho' my property lay in Westmoreland, it might be safest, he said, to make a partial removal there to satisfy the law, which could not give me much trouble.
"Having explained his wishes and briefly assigned his reasons he desired me to break the matter to Mr. Marshall so that he could have our answer at supper. I called Mr. Marshall out, and on this walk we had our consultation. We had of course the strongest possible desire to conform to the General's wishes, but could not bring our minds to any other conclusion than that to do so in this instance would be destructive of our prospects in the pursuit we preferred, and injurious to our families. Altho' it was riot so with Marshall, I was myself deeply conscious of an unfitness for political life. It was made my duty to state our objections to the General which I did very earnestly. He heard me through without interruption, and then answered in his usual grave and emphatic way—"Bushrod, it must be done,!" With this I returned to my friend, still lingering in this grove in painful suspense. We resumed our walk and finally agreed that me must comply with the General's wishes at all hazards. We returned to him and informed him of our assent to Jiis proposition. He expressed his satisfaction in very kind terms and said that he was sensible of the inconvenience to which a compliance with his views might subject us, but was certain that he had asked nothing from us which he would not have done himself if our situations had been reversed. We left Mount Vernon early in the morning and returned to Eichmoncl with feelings of great anxiety.
" I had entered upon the steps deemed advisable to qualify myself to represent Westmoreland when I received a letter from the Secre-
° MS. ii, P. 55. personal character and friend the most sincere.tances of this were known to me of which I will notice a few,   Uiu i t* rwe could not prolong its life
